
FAMILY - FRIENDS – FATHER’S HOUSE  

 

FAMILY: ITS GOD’S IDEA  

EPH 3:14-15 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and 

on earth is named…  

Family is important – God established Family – and the Fall of mankind has not reversed His intended 

purpose.  

GEN 47:7—9 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed 

Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How old are you?" 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the 

years of my sojourning are 130 years. Few and difficult have been the days of the years of my life…"  

Life can be HARD… But God has a hope of Eternal relief through our Faith in Him. 

The 1st hint of an “Eternal family” is from Genesis – at the death of Jacob. 2x’s in the passage the phrase 

is found: “Gathered to my people”  

Then Paul brings Family and Friends into the promise of reunion at the Lord’s return:  

1 THES 4:13-14 Now we don’t want you, my brothers, to be in any doubt about those who ‘fall asleep’ in 

death, or to grieve over them like the rest of men who have no hope. If we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, then we can believe that God will just as surely bring with Jesus all who are ‘asleep’ in him.  

 

FRIENDS WE KNOW NOW…NEAR OR FAR  

LUKE 16:9  And, I tell you, make friends for yourselves … so that when it fails they may receive you into 

the eternal dwellings.  

Friends mean a great deal to us…  

ROM 16:1-16  

“35” persons are named in these concluding sections of ROMANS. 9 had been with Paul in Corinth when 

he wrote; 8 men and 1 woman. 24 were at Rome; 17 of them men and 7 of them women, all 

affectionately greeted by Paul. In addition there are 2 households in Rome that are mentioned, as well 

as some unnamed brethren. There are also 2 unnamed women. It is a notable list.  

What we see in this listing is a tremendous appreciation of the value of others… true friends who have 

made an impact Upon us…With us…or For us  

They may be far from us…present with us…or “gone from us” 



But, one of the true joys of Heaven will be the restoration of long parted friendships  

At one time, the great Church Theologian, Augustine did not accept the principle that Heaven would 

include ANY earthly joys, pleasures, or relationships. The Redeemed, “would be forever bowed before 

the Almighty, encircling the Throne with cries of worthlessness and awe-struck wonder”.  

Later, he wrote: “We have not lost our dear ones who have departed from this life, but have merely sent 

them ahead of us, so we shall also depart and shall come to that life where they will be more than ever 

dear as they will be better known to us, and where we shall love them without fear of parting”  

LUKE 6:21-23 "Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 23] Rejoice in that day, and leap for 

joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven…  

The joys of lost relationships  

The realization of unknown “fruit”  

Rejoicing and laughter over the victory of Heaven’s gain  

Martin Luther: “If there is no laughter in Heaven…I don’t want to go there!”  

 

THE FATHER’S HOUSE  

JOHN 14:2-3 I assure you, there are many rooms in my Father’s House. If there were not, why would I I 

have told you that I am going away to prepare a place for you? It is true that I am going away… but it is 

just as true that I am coming again to welcome you into my own home, so that you may be where I am.” 

  


